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could resist no longer : with the I4th squadron at their
side, they flew down to the level of the crests and lashed the
empty canvas with bombs and machine-gun bullets.
- About eight thousand Abyssinians let fly at them with
anything from an old Fusil Gras to a Belgian automatic
rifle. Hidden all the way round the defile they caught the
Italian planes in a cross-fire.
Ethiopians have told me that it was a great moment to
see the planes fly straight up at the shock : then plunge
about wildly machine-gunning and bombing at enemies
whom they could not place. They shot again and again
at the planes, hoping to see one fall : but the planes flew
away one by one, beaten but not broken.
They would have been happier if they had known that
they had driven off the sons of Signor Mussolini . . . that
Count Ciano, the Duce's son-in-law, lost part of his left
oil-tank in the attack and only just landed at Makalle in
time . . . that another pilot was forced down at Hauzien,
and that a machine-gunner sergeant died of his wounds.
Afterwards, they folded up the tent of the Ras, they said,
and thanked God. For the next two months the planes
flew much higher, and they felt that they could advance.
At about the same time as the Italian High Command
claimed that they had thoroughly combed the Tembien,
Kassa appeared on the southern border of the province
and joined hands with Ras Seyyurn. Mulugeta took over
the area south of Makalle, between which town and Adigrat
to the north there were scattered the I and later the III
Italian Army Corps.
The Ethiopian Army of the north was nearly doubled by
the arrival of Mulugeta. It became a force capable not
only of waiting but of penetrating the enemy's lines.
Together, Kassa and Seyyum faced the Eritrean Army
Corps which had " combed " the dry tangle of mountains,
precipices, ridges and narrow, waterless torrent-beds
where their joint head-quarters lay. Numerically, they
were the superior of the Eritreans : and Seyyum knew the
Tembien.
At Dessye it was decided not to launch a direct attack on
Makalle ; though henceforward the recapture of Makalle
was the objective uppermost in the Emperor's mind.

